842                FABIUS READY FOR BATTLE.

Minucius to bring his entire force into action. After a white,
irritated at the opposition of the enemy, and too much an-
noyed to perceive any other thing, Minucius ranged his
legions in order of battle and advanced in full force against
the height. Hannibal on his side threw in his own heavy
troops. The velites, thus overmatched, were hustled back on
the Eoman line, and threw it into considerable confusion;
but this was soon corrected, and the legions advanced in tol-
erable order. By the time the sun was up the combat had be-
come general. At the proper moment, on a given signal, the
hidden bands emerged from ambush upon the flank and rear
of the Komans. Instant and perilous panic was the result.
The Koman legions turned to flee, and the Carthaginians be-
gan pursuit. The rout of the Trebia seemed imminent, when
Fabius, who had held his troops well in hand and ready for
battle, anticipating that he might be needed to come to Minu-
cius' rescue, appeared upon the scene, moved sharply forward
to sustain Minucius5 broken ranks, and reestablished the fail-
ing fortunes of his colleague.

ITabius at this moment stood ready to offer Hannibal bat-
tle in earnest with his whole force, and made bold front;
but the latter, satisfied with what he had gained, and never
caring for action unless he could have it on his own terms,
his men being, moreover, somewhat dispersed with the pur-
suit, deemed it wiser to decline, and retired to his camp.
"Did I not tell you," said Hannibal jestingly, "that this
cloud, which always hovered upon the mountains, would, at
some time or other, come down with a storm upon us ? "

The Eoman losses were very heavy, especially in the brav-
est of the legionaries, and the velites were all cut up. Minu-
cius, humbled at his ill-success, was sensible enough to see,
and man enough to acknowledge, his own folly and the wis-
dom of Fabius. He openly declared to the troops that theamped,aitor; not one of
